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John Podesta is the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Center for American Progress. Podesta
served as Chief of Staff to President William J. Clinton from October 1998 until January 2001, where he
was responsible for directing, managing, and overseeing all policy development, daily operations,
Congressional relations, and staff activities of the White House. Podesta is currently a Visiting Professor
of Law on the faculty of the Georgetown University Law Center, a position he also held from January
1995 to 1997. He has taught courses on technology policy, congressional investigations, legislation,
copyright and public interest law. Podesta is considered one of Washington's leading experts in
technology policy, and has written a book, several articles and lectured extensively in these areas. Podesta
is a 1976 graduate of Georgetown University Law Center, and a 1971 graduate of Knox College.

Ferrel Guillory is Director of the Program on Southern Politics, Media and Public Life, an
interdisciplinary program based in the Center for the Study of the American South at the University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill, which connects scholarship to the agenda and leadership in North
Carolina and the South. Guillory is a lecturer in the UNC School of Journalism and Mass Communication
as well as a senior fellow at MDC, Inc., a workforce and economic development non-profit research firm
in Chapel Hill. Through MDC, he has co-authored The State of the South, a series of biennial reports to the
region and its leadership (1996, 1998, 2000, 2002, & 2004). Before working in academia, Guillory spent
more than 20 years as a reporter, editorial page editor and columnist for The News and Observer in Raleigh.
He has had freelance articles published in The New York Times, The Washington Post, The Economist, The
New Republic, America, Commonweal, Southern Cultures and The Atlanta Constitution. He received a
bachelor’s degree from Loyola University New Orleans and a master’s degree from the Columbia
University Graduate School of Journalism. He lives in Raleigh with his wife, Kathleen. They have three
children - Kristen, Lesley and Justin.

Andy Brack is Co-Founder and President of the new Center for a Better South, which is based in
Charleston, S.C. Brack, former Press Secretary and Spokesman for U.S. Sen. Fritz Hollings, edits and
publishes S.C. Statehouse Report, a weekly legislative forecast and syndicated newspaper column. He
also publishes a daily news service in South Carolina and operates a communications strategy consulting
business. Through the years, he has worked as a strategist on projects with America Online, the
Commonwealth of Australia's Department of Health and Family Services, the Bertelsmann Foundation,
Northpoint Communications, and the states of Delaware and New Mexico. For five years, Brack edited an
international online publication that focused on how to use the Internet in politics. In 2001, he served on
the Southern Governors” Association Research and Development and Advisory Committee. In 2000, he
ran for U.S. Congress in South Carolina. Brack, a graduate of Duke University and the University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill, lives in Charleston, S.C., with his wife, daughter and Simon the
Wonderdog.
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